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SUBJECT: EGYPT- WHO'S MINDING THE SHOP? 

1 . APPARENTLY AS A LAST-MINUTE DECISION BY SADAT, FONMIN 
KAMEL YESTERDAY ACCOMPANIED THE PRESIDENT TO VIENNA. 
AHMED MAHER ALSO WENT ALONG. MINSTATE BOUTROS GHALI LEFT 
THREE DAYS AGO FOR KHARTOUM OAU DISCUSSIONS. SENIOR MFA 
UNDERSEC SALAH HASSAN IS STILL MAKING AN OFFICIAL VISIT 

TO SCANDINAVIA. MFA UNDERSEC AHMED OSMAN'S SUCCESSOR 
KHALIL HAS NOT BEEN IN HIS OFFICE ALL DAY. VP MUBARAK, IN 
HIS CAPACITY AS ACTING PRESIDENT, IS TOTALLY ENGAGED IN 
PRESIDENTIAL DUTIES. IN THE CIRCUMSTANCES, I HAVE NOT 
BEEN ABLE TO FIND ANYONE IN AUTHORITY WITH WHOM TO 
DISCUSS LEBANESE. SOMALI AND OTHER OUTSTANDING MATTERS. 
SINCE NO ONE KNOWS WHEN KAMEL OR MAHER WILL RETURN, I 
WILL CONTINUE TO TRY TO CONTACT MFA UNDERSEC KHALIL. HE 
IS SO NEW (ONE WEEK) TO HIS JOB, HOWEVER, THAT HIS KNOW- 
LEDGE OF CURRENT GOE POLICY IS LIMITED. NOR DOES HE HAVE 
THE AUTHORITY TO MAKE DECISIONS ON HIS OWN. 

2. FOR THE MOMENT, THEREFORE, THERE IS NO ONE IN 
AUTHORITY MINDING THE MFA SHOP* IT MAY BE HARD TO 
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BELIEVE. BUT C’EST L’EGYPTE. 

3. ON LEBANON, AS A MATTER OF INTEREST. NO EGYPTIAN 
OFFICIAL HAS THESE PAST FEW DAYS RAISED SUBJECT WITH ME OR 
WITH ANY OF MY OFFICERS. ALTHOUGH YESTERDAY'S PRESS 
WAS MILDLY CRITICAL OF SYRIANS. TODAY'S PAPERS ARE 
SILENT ON THE SUBJECT. F.TI.TS 
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